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Dr. Chien-Tien Hsu Fellow Scholarship in Gynecologic Oncology 
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6371 Haven Avenue, Ste 3, #355  

Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91737 

 

RE: Letter of Reference from Mentor for HMEF Research Grants and Awards 

 

Dear HMEF Selection Committee Members, 

 

I want to provide my strongest endorsement for Dr. Sims’s application for a research grant from the Hsu 

Medical Education Foundation. Dr. Sims is an exceptional fellow, and as the Fellowship Program Director in the 

Department of Gynecologic Oncology and Reproductive Medicine at The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 

Center, I believe Dr. Sims’s prior experience, future career goals and current research make him the ideal candidate for 

an HMEF award. 

Dr. Sims’s training began with a B.S. degree with a major in Neuroscience from the University of Michigan 

from 2006-2010. While there, he was awarded multiple grants (totaling $10,300) to conduct research in cardiovascular 

pharmacological and cardiovascular surgery, which resulted in multiple undergraduate research presentations. He then 

obtained an MD from Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine and completed his Obstetrics and 

Gynecology residency at the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center/Parkland Memorial Hospital, before 

being accepted for fellowship at our institution in 2018. During his clinical training, he focused investigating the role of 

systemic therapy in women with pelvic bone metastasis at time of diagnosis of cervical cancer, as well as the 

significance of para-aortic nodal size and the role of adjuvant systemic chemotherapy in cervical cancer. Additionally, he 

had the opportunity to participate in a multi-institutional study that investigated the potential role of pelvic radiation in 

stage IVB cervical carcinoma. His work in these studies resulted in multiple publications and presentations at both 

regional and national meetings. 

I have had the opportunity to discuss career goals with Dr. Sims. His research is focused on characterizing both 

the gut and tumor microbiome to elucidate its influence on carcinogenesis and prognosis within gynecologic 

malignancies. Dr. Sims’s primary mentor, Ann H. Klopp, M.D., Ph.D., Associate Professor in the Department of 

Radiation Oncology, has a special interest and focus on exploring the effects of the microenvironment on the biology of 

gynecologic cancers, including microbial organisms which infect mucosal cancers and how this understanding can 

reduce toxicity from radiation treatment and improve outcomes for women with gynecologic cancer. Therefore, Dr. Sims 

is uniquely positioned to carry out his research and create a strong foundation to deepen his understanding of bench-to-

bedside medicine. 

Dr. Sims’s intelligence, drive, and enthusiasm make him stand apart from his peers. Travis has a great desire to 

learn, but it is his willingness that sets him apart from others. He is always thinking critically and analyzing, driving 

himself and others to improve. Additionally, Dr. Sims is actively taking classes at the School of Public Health in order to 

obtain a Masters of Public Health degree, with a goal of furthering his understanding of research design and biostatistics. 

Finally, please note that Dr. Sims is currently in the first of 2 his years of research training. We guarantee his complete 

dedication to research with no clinical responsibilities to deter from this experience. 

In summary, I offer my strongest support for Dr. Sims’s application for a scholarship from the Hsu Medical 

Education Foundation. He will undoubtedly be a leader in the field of gynecologic oncology. Please feel free to contact 

me if you have any further questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Michael Frumovitz, MD, MPH 

Professor and Fellowship Director 

Department of Gynecologic Oncology and Reproductive Medicine 


